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SUBJECT: OEEICE OF ECONOMIC POLICY WEEKLY STATUS REPORT APRIL 26, 1977 


MALAYSIAN EINANCE MINISTER'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMENTS AT ADB 
MEETING 

REF: (A) STATE 094237 (B) STATE 101487 (NOTAL) 

1. ACCORDING TO PARA TWO REF A, MALAYSIAN FINANCE MINISTER/ADB BOARD 
CHAIRMAN RAZALEIGH "ASSERTED LDC CONCERNS EOR HUMAN RIGHTS..." DURING 
APRIL 21-23 ADB ANNUAL MEETING IN MANILA. LOCAL SOURCES, HOWEVER, 
INTERPRET RAZALEIGH'S STATEMENT QUITE DIEEERENTLY, I.E. THAT HE 
ARGUED AGAINST LINKING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE WITH HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS 

ON THE GROUNDS THAT LDC'S ARE CONCERNED ABOUT ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
RATHER THAN A "VERY NARROW" DEEINITION OE HUMAN RIGHTS. IN THIS 
SENCE HE ESPOUSES THE LINE THAT FULL BELLIES, PEACE AND STABILITY TAKE 
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PRECEDENCE OVER OTHER FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS. PARAPHRASED 
ACCOUNTS OE PRESIDENT MARCOS' REMARKS APPEARING IN "NEW STRAITS TIMES" 

(NST) APRIL 23 INDICATE HE ADOPTED LINE SIMILAR TO RAZALEIGH'S AND 
BOTH "WERE APPARENTLY RESPONDING TO CALLS IN THE UNITED STATES 
AND ELSEWHERE EOR AID TO BE LINKED TO HUMAN RIGHTS IN RECIPIENT 
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COUNTRIES." 

2. COMMENT. RAZALEIGH HIMSELE IS AN ELITIST WHO IN THE PAST HAS 
EXPLOITED MALAY NATIONALISM AND ANTI-EOREIGNISM TO EXPAND HIS POWER 
AND INFLUENCE WITHIN THE RULING UNITED MALAYS NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. 
THE LINE HE TOOK IN MANILA, HOWEVER, PARALLELS THE THINKING OE MOST 
MEMBERS OE THE POWER STRUCTURE HERE, DESPITE THE "WESTMINSTER" 

PATTERN ON WHICH THE GOVERNMENT IS BASED. 

3. REE B RECEIVED AFTER EOREGOING DRAFTED AND WE ARE PLEASED 

DEPY. AST. SECY. OAKLEY WAS ABLE TO PROVIDE RAZALEIGH WITH CLARIEICA- 
TION 

OE ELEMENTS OE OUR POLICY HE EOUND CONEUSING. WE ARE AIRPOUCHING COPIES 

OE NST STORES TO ADDRESSEES AND A COPY OP PULL TEXT OP RAZALEIGH'S 
REMARKS TO EA/IMS. WE WILL MAKE A COPY OP SECRETARY'S LAW DAY SPEECH 
AVAILABLE TO RAZALEIGH AS REQUESTED. 

UNDERHILL 
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